Comparison of the survival of Campylobacter jejuni and Campylobacter coli in culturable form in surface water.
Six Campylobacter jejuni and six Campylobacter coli strains were isolated from cows and pigs, and their survival in lake water was compared by viable counts. Campylobacter jejuni survived longer in culturable form than C. coli in untreated and membrane-filtered water both at 4 and 20 degrees C. This difference in survival time may be a reason why C. jejuni is generally isolated from surface waters more frequently than C. coli. Both species survived better in filtered than in untreated water. This suggests that predation and competition for nutrients affect the survival of both Campylobacter species in the aquatic environment.